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Preserving, promoting and celebrating South Indian Classical
music and other art forms with existing & younger generations
and
Cultivating, sharing & improving the richness of these art forms &
associated scriptures within the Indian community & public in the
Greater Milwaukee area.

One Annual Isai Vizha (Annual Music Festival) consisting of
Group/Individual Music & Dance, Music Competitions and
Concerts featuring local & international talents
One annual Music/Dance concert based on community interest
& support
Additional fund-raising concerts to benefit a larger need locally or
globally

Milwaukee Thyagaraja Aradhana (MTA) is a not-for-profit organization
(Tax ID: 47-3356664) with the vision of preserving, promoting, and
celebrating South Indian classical music and other art forms with
existing & younger generations and cultivating, sharing & improving
the richness of these art forms & associated scriptures for growth
within Indian community & public in Greater Milwaukee area.

Vision Statement
Milwaukee Thyagaraja Aradhana (MTA) is a not-for-profit organization
with the vision of

Mission Statement
To spread awareness and develop unity within the community
through:

About Milwaukee Thyagaraja
Aradhana
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MTA celebrates Unchavritti - Merits of giving 

Unchavriti - Continuing Traditions by MTA

This unique custom is followed as part of MTA’s annual
Aradhana festival every year. Adults and kids clad in traditional
attire joins this singing devotional songs will take a procession
inside the Hindu Temple of Wisconsin. 
The offerings in cash or kind, collected during Unchavritti will
be forwarded to orphanages, talented but needy musicians
and such other charitable causes. 
Scriptures cite welcoming and honoring a person seeking
unchavritti will confer untold benefits on a person. Twenty one
generations of a person’s family will be protected, if one
seeking unchavritti is honoured. 

MTA pays tribute to Saint Tyagaraja by performing traditional
Unchavritti.




We seek the active participation and
generous support of rasikas and the music-
loving general public as we remember the
revered saint and celebrate his
compositions in the same unchavritti style
that he adopted. 
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Milwaukee Thyagaraja Aaradhana (May 2023) 

Pancharathna Krithis
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Many thanks to MTA 2023 Sponsors
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Pancharatna Kriti Lyrics in Tamil, Kannada,
Telugu,Malayalam 

(Scan from your phone/ tablet)
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Milwaukee Teachers

Smt. Srividya
Yagnaraman

Srividya Yagnaraman is a Carnatic Music vocalist from the
Brookfield, WI area. Having started her learning at the age of
7, she learnt in the Mysore bani from Sri Satya and Smt.
Rathna Shivashankar in Bangalore. She is now taking
advanced lessons from Smt. Lalgudi Rajalakshmi, a highly
respected violin and vocal musician and guru and
Kalaimamani Smt. Vidya Subramanian, a student of Late Sri
Lalgudi Jayaraman.
 
She is passionate about teaching and creating platforms for
children to learn and perform Carnatic Music. She is one of
the founding members of the Milwaukee Tyagaraja Aradhana
committee founded in 2006 and has been working diligently
to generate and motivate Carnatic Music interest in children
and music enthusiasts. Srividya also regularly provides vocal
support for Bharatanatyam arangetrams, Salangai Poojais and
other featured programs.
 
She has initiated a program called the "Poorva Peetika", a
debut Carnatic Music concert series, where she rigorously
trains select students that demonstrate passion and
dedication to Carnatic Music and the training culminates with
the debut concert. This program also identifies upcoming
accompanying artists and trains them toward the concert.
 
Outside of her music career, she holds a Masters in Electrical
Engineering and currently works as a Manager of Engineering
with Benefitfocus, Inc and is passionate about contributions to
the Software workspace.
 

We are ever thankful to the music and dance teachers in Milwaukee for their
continued work towards the growth of Carnatic fine arts 
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Milwaukee Teachers

Smt. Soumya Ganesan

Smt. Soumya Ganesan is a disciple of Smt.
Padmavathy Ananthagopalan, one of the sisters of
violin maestro Sri. Lalgudi Jayaraman. She started
learning Veena at the age of 11 under the tutelage
of Smt. Hema Subramanian and Smt. Tata
Bhanumathi before pursuing her advanced Veenai
lessons from Smt. Padmavathy Ananthagopalan.
Notably,, Smt. Soumya won the All India Youth
Competition, under the banner of Nehru
Yuvakendra, in the field of Instrumental music. She
has been performing solo and playing for several
dance arangetrams and ensembles in the United
States. Smt. Soumya has been teaching Veena in
the Greater Milwaukee region for the past 6 years.

Sri. Swaminathan Nadarajan is a disciple of
Vidwan Shri. V .V . Ravi, coming from the school of
Violin Maestro Shri V.V. Subrahmanyam. Sri.
Swaminathan started learning violin at the age of 12
under the tutelage of Shri. Nellai Shanmuganathan.
He then continued his advanced violin lessons from
Sri. V.V. Ravi and continues to learn from him.

He has been a much sought after accompanist in the
Midwest region and has accompanied various leading
and upcoming artists in the US. He also accompanies
in the violin for various dance arangetrams and
ensembles. He has been teaching violin and vocal
music in the Greater Milwaukee region for over 6
years.

Shri. Swaminathan
Nadarajan
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Guru Kripa Baskaran is the founder of Natyarpana
Dance Company based in Brookfield, WI. She is widely
known as an astute choreographer and a performer
known for her excellence in presentation and
dedication towards the art. Kripa is a Wisconsin Arts
Board Master teacher award winner for multiple
years.

She was awarded ‘Nritya Siva Mani’ by Cleveland
Thyagaraja Aradhana and “Papanasam Sivan award”
by Sivan Fine Arts Academy. Set. 

Kripa trains over 150 students in the Milwaukee and
Madison area and several of her students have gone
on to become extraordinary dancers themselves.
Trained under Guru. Set. Chandrakala, Sri. Tanjai
Hemanth, and Guru. Dr. Ambika Kameshwar, Smt.
Kripa has adopted both Tanjore and Vazhuvoor styles
in her repertoire.

Milwaukee Teachers

Guru Kripa Bhaskaran
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Mr. Anand started his laya journey when he was
about 6 years under the tutelage of Therazhundhur
Sri. SundharaRaghavan in the Kumbakonam Sri.
Rajappa Iyer style (Baani). He has undergone versatile
training in performing for Namasankeerthanam. He
has been performing in various concerts both in India
and the US for the past several years and various
Bharathanatyam Arangetrams in the recent years as
well.
Along with a lead local percussionist in Milwaukee, he
now owns a fusion percussion ensemble band called
'Team Manodharma'. 'Team Manodharma' has
performed several of his rhythm concepts in various
events. He teaches Mridangam to aspiring kids in and
around Milwaukee.

Milwaukee Teachers

Shri. Anand Krishnamurthy

Shri. Vidyaraman Kalpati

Shri. Vidyaraman Kalpati hails from the rich music
tradition of Maharajapuram. The great grandson of
Sangeetha Kalanidhi Maharajapuram Vishwanatha
Iyer, he started his tutelage of violin and flute at the
age of 7. 

He is a disciple of eminent flutist Sangeetha Kalanidhi
Dr. N. Ramani. He has also imbibed a very strong
influence of flute Mali’s techniques and style in his
play. 

Sri. Vidyaraman was very active in music circuit in India
before moving to the US. He lives in Brookfield,
Wisconsin and teaches flute to young aspiring
students.
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Bharathanatyam Dancer/ Curator/ Arts & Cultural
Director/ Committed to developing a happy
community through Arts. Ultimately to contribute to
shaping the future of arts + culture, creating space for
new creative processes, new ways of storytelling, new
voices and developing artistic talent in the
community, Lavanyaa is committed to innovation and
revolution of the arts sector for the benefit of all.
Having a certification in Neuroscience from Johns
Hopkins University, Lavanyaa specializes in
‘Neuroaesthetics. She has written several articles

Milwaukee Teachers

Smt. Lavanyaa Surendar

among which," while-we-experience-art-sports-do-we-feel-connected-to-
something-large-why?" has been featured in Neo narthaki.
She also developed a dance based workout ‘Art & Anatomy’, that premiered in
Lawrence University, Appleton. She works closely with the American Mental Health
Organization to use Arts as interventional treatment.
Lavanyaa ( WI Arts Board Master artist) is the founding President of Ziksa-An Art
Forum, which connects artists through professional channels and helps art thrive.
She was an Educational Co-chair for the Sheboygan Theatre company wherein she
proposed educational opportunities and career building focus for students of STC.
She served as the Director on the board of Art Garage in Green Bay.  Currently she
is also on the board of Wisconsin Dance Council serving the Justice, Equity,
Diversity and Inclusion commitee. She has also worked with Maker Faire to use
arts (Dance) as a community engagement tool.
She holds a second Masters in Arts & Cultural Management from Colorado State
University. Under the guidance of Dr. Sujatha Mohan she is currently working on
Sanskrit treatise on the performing arts "Natya Shastra". She serves First Stage
theater academy as Educational professional.
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Mr. Shankaran Jayakumaran 
4th Degree Black belt, 

Certified Instructor in Songhom Taekwondo
Nationally Certified Center Judge 

Arasi Nagara Adimurai Kalai Koodam
 3122 Surreyhill Ct, Charlotte, NC 28270 

Classes conducted online and in person 
Queen City ATA Martial Arts 
3122 Surreyhill Ct, Charlotte, NC 28270 
E-mail: queencityata@gmail.com Phone:
(614)726-0366 

Many thanks to MTA 2023 Sponsors
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Many thanks to MTA's 2023 
Business Sponsors

Silver Sponsor:

Bronze Sponsor:

Other Patrons

Food Sponsors


